Skin necrosis from extravasation of vinorelbine.
Skin necrosis from intravenous infiltration of soft tissue is a rare but potentially devastating complication of intravenous therapy. Vinca alkaloids are among the intravenous drugs with the highest destructive power. We report two cases of skin necrosis from accidental extravasation of vinorelbine, a semisynthetic analogue of vinblastine, rarely described as being responsible for this event. Histopathologic study showed separation of the dermis from necrotic epidermis, associated with cytologic atypia, in both patients, and focal necrosis of eccrine glands in one of them. We consider that intravenous infusions of vinorelbine should be performed using the preventive measures and care applied for other chemotherapeutic agents with high potential for induction of skin necrosis due to extravasation.